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Mr Jeremy Stewart 

Call For Evidence 

Gambling, Regulation and Lottery Team 

DCMS 

Jeremy.stewart@culture.gov.uk  

 

4 March 2015 

 

Dear Mr Stewart 

 

Scottish Sports Alliance Response - DCMS Call for Evidence: 

‘Exploring the current balance across society lotteries, The National Lottery and competing gambling 

products in raising funds for good causes and maintaining player protection’ 

 

On behalf of our members, the Scottish Sports Alliance thanks you for the opportunity to submit to this Call 

for Evidence. The National Lottery is of enormous significance to our members and to sport in Scotland and, 

therefore, the opportunity to contribute to this Call for Evidence is of utmost importance. 

 

The Scottish Sports Alliance comprises: the Scottish Sports Association (SSA), the Scottish Association of 

Local Sports Councils (SALSC) and Scottish Student Sport (SSS). Together the Scottish Sports Alliance 

represents 52 Scottish Governing Bodies (SGBs) of sport, 40 Local Sports Councils and Scotland’s sizeable 

student population across further and higher education. Collectively our members provide opportunities 

for the development and delivery of voluntary sport and provide a formal structure for the over 900,000 

individuals in Scotland who are members of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs. Most of these 

organisations are run on a not-for-profit basis and are managed by volunteers. They provide coaching, 

competition and participation development opportunities for their local communities and most of the 

195,000 people who volunteer in sport do so within the club structure.  

 

Key points 

 

The National Lottery has had a transformative effect on sport in Scotland. The principle three points which 

our members wish to make in relation to this Call for Evidence are: 

 

- To highlight the invaluable impact of The National Lottery on sport in Scotland (including the 

restoration of shares to sport, heritage and the arts to 20% in 2012) 

- To militate against any potential adverse impact of other lotteries/gambling products on The 

National Lottery and the return to good causes 

- To reinforce the Government’s commitment to maintaining the health of The National Lottery 

to maximise returns for good causes.  

 

Our members have concerns regarding any mechanism which undermines the unique role and positive 

impact of The National Lottery in supporting sport in Scotland as one of the beneficiary good causes. 

 

The transformative effect of The National Lottery on sport in Scotland includes via sports clubs and 

community sport, the development of new sports facilities and supporting athletes to success on the world 

stage. Our members support the response provided by our partners at sportscotland, a distributor of 

National Lottery Funds, in highlighting the nature and breadth of the support provided via The National 

Lottery. 

 

Response to Questions 
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In response to the questions raised in the Call for Evidence, our members have highlighted three themes 

which summarise their responses to the questions: 

 

- The unique role of The National Lottery 

- The fundamental rationale for The National Lottery 

- The branding of The National Lottery 

 

The Unique Role of The National Lottery 

The National Lottery was established as a mechanism to raise money for good causes. As such, the role of 

the National Lottery is unique and must remain at the heart of any changes within both the regulations and 

the growth of the wider lotteries and gambling markets. This is vital in relation to any potential protection 

afforded to The National Lottery as well as in relation to any potential changes in the regulation of other 

lotteries and gambling products. 

 

The Fundamental Rationale for The National Lottery 

The rationale for the introduction of The National Lottery was as a mechanism to raise large amounts of 

money for good causes. A duty of the Gambling Commission (which regulates The National Lottery and 

commercial gambling in Britain) is to do all it can to maximise returns for good causes. Our members 

believe that this rationale for The National Lottery must remain fundamental, and the duty of the Gambling 

Commission must remain central, to any proposed changes regarding the regulations governing society 

lotteries and the 2005 Gambling Act in dealing with umbrella society schemes. In discharging their duties, 

the emergence of lottery-like products/betting on lotteries (in permitted circumstances) provides an 

opportunity for the Gambling Commission to enhance this duty whilst utilising their expertise in this area to 

minimise risks, whilst also realising the Government’s desire to allow them to raise the maximum amount 

possible for good causes. 

 

The Branding of The National Lottery 

Our members would support the statement that The National Lottery holds a ‘distinctive space within the 

national consciousness’, predominantly due to an understanding of the unique role of The National Lottery 

in raising money for good causes. This is fundamental to the unique ‘brand’ of The National Lottery and its 

status as the UK’s only national lottery. As such, this brand must be protected and immediately distinct 

from any other types of lottery (including society lotteries and umbrella society schemes) to minimise any 

confusion to customers about the product they are purchasing and the entity their purchase is supporting; 

there is perhaps a question as to whether it should be possible for any other product to “produce the 

impression of a national lottery-like experience”. Furthermore, it should be absolutely clear which products 

in this market provide returns to good causes, the proportion of this return and which products do not 

provide such a return to ensure the utmost clarity for consumers.  These actions would provide further 

clarity within, and perhaps more appropriate segregation of, the market which may minimise any direct 

competition with The National Lottery and therefore further retain returns to good causes. 

 

Summary 

 

The National Lottery has had a transformative effect on sport in Scotland and, as such, any potential threat 

to the income generated for good causes via The National Lottery is of utmost concern to our members and 

to sport throughout Scotland. Therefore, the continuing success of The National Lottery is of vital 

importance to sport in Scotland. 

 

Our members have concerns regarding any mechanism which undermines the unique role and positive 

impact of The National Lottery in supporting sport in Scotland as one of the beneficiary good causes. As 

such, our members wholeheartedly support the Government’s commitment to maintaining the health of 

The National Lottery to maximise returns for good causes.  
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If we can be of further assistance in relation to this Call for Evidence please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Kim Atkinson 

Chief Executive Officer 

Scottish Sports Association 

On behalf of the Scottish Sports Alliance 

 

kim@thessa.org.uk  

0131 339 8785 

www.thessa.org.uk 

 


